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Confirming: 
There is wide recognition that early and exclusive breastfeeding are critical early childhood strategies for 
increasing child survival, health, nutrition, and growth and development. This statement is supported by a 
significant body of scientific evidence,1,2,3 and in statements of the World Health Organization,4,5 
UNICEF,4,5,6 States Members, and others.7 Therefore, it is essential that the World Fit for Children (+5) 
continues to support with urgency the need to create an enabling environment so that women may 
succeed in optimal infant and young child feeding and care. 
 
And, noting that:  
The World Fit for Children specifically states that achieving the goal of “Promoting healthy lives” 
includes the targets of reduced maternal and neonatal mortality, provision of appropriate, user-friendly 
and high-quality health-care services, adequately addressing reproductive and sexual health, reduction of 
disparities in child health and survival, and protection, promotion and support of exclusive 
breastfeeding of infants for six months and continued breastfeeding with safe, appropriate and 
adequate complementary feeding up to two years of age or beyond;  
 
Therefore:  
The undersigned NGOs, representing and supporting hundreds of thousands of individuals and 
organizations worldwide, call upon the United Nations organizations and upon all nations to continue to 
advance children’s rights and well-being as per the Convention on the Rights of the Child8 and to show 
their concern for children by:  

• increasing and revitalising support for proven programmes, including those agreed upon in the 1990 
Innocenti Declarations on the Protection, Promotion and Support of Breastfeeding;9 

• implementing the activities outlined in the Global Strategy for Infant and Young Child Feeding 4 and 
the  Innocenti +15 documents;10 and, 

• creating specific programming to support women worldwide in their efforts to do what is most 
important for the health and survival of their children through the best and most cost-effective 
intervention: early and exclusive breastfeeding. 

 
Respectfully submitted by the ad hoc UN Breastfeeding Advocacy Team, representing the Academy of 
Breastfeeding Medicine (ABM), the International Lactation Consultants Association (ILCA), International Baby 
Food Action Network (IBFAN)-Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC), IBFAN-Geneva Infant Feeding 
Association (GIFA), La Leche League, International (LLLI), and the World Alliance for Breastfeeding Action 
(WABA).  
Drafted by Prof. M Labbok, Director, Center for Infant and Young Child Feeding and Care, University of North 
Carolina, USA 
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